Running Head: TEXAS PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING                                                            1

TEXAS PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING                                                                                         6





Texas Public School Funding
Name
Learning Institution 


















Texas Public School Funding
Introduction
Texas is a flourishing state, with funding of public school as a basic plan. However, the legislature is failing, and the students are left to suffer academic and economic impacts. The anticipated lawmaking sessions offer a unique opportunity for the state leaders to rectify the past wrongs. On the contrary, the preliminary budget from the state Education agencies reflects a 3.5 billion decline in financing over the years to come (DeMatthews and Knight, 2018). Therefore, there is a need to understand the flaws in the school funding systems as well as held the leaders accountable to facilitate significant improvement in the upcoming legislative sessions. The paper seeks to address the discrepancies in the funding systems, what should be done to bridge the gap between rich and poor, and the challenges the legislature encounters an attempt to solve the problems.
Discrepancies in the Funding System
Public schools in Taxes receive their funding from both the local property tax and the state general revenue. The state revenue is purposely meant for increasing the finances and addresses the problem of the inequality on the local property tax. In contrast, there has been a decrease in the State revenue over the past ten years where the State gave about 48.5% of the total cost of education but declined to 42.4% in 2007 (DeMatthews and  Knight, 2018). The State contributed approximately $ 17.1 billion in 2008 to cater to education cost of about 4.7 million students. Consequently, Public schools in Texas admitted more than 5.3 million students in 2017 and the state gave only 19.3 billion (DeMatthews and Knight, 2018). Therefore, in spite of the 13.7% rise of learner’s population, the state funding reduced by 12.6% per student (DeMatthews and Knight, 2018).
The supporters for the current system ideally propose that it is the existing policies that require the State to utilize the anticipated increases in property tax in funding schools before majoring in the state finances. Arguably, the role of legislators is to ensure that regulations benefit the public; however, the same rules have not protected the public schools. Notably, Texas has been inadequately funding the schools leaving a heavy load on the local districts. Research by University of Texas at El Paso, Center for Education Research and Policy revealed that the highest poor neighborhoods received about 11% less local and state funds per pupil than the low-poor areas (DeMatthews and Knight, 2018). Besides, the state also has been associated with delayed and denial of special education to the entitled students (DeMatthews and Knight, 2018).
Bridging the Gap between Wealthier and Poor Districts
In an attempt to bridge the gap between the wealthier and poor districts, the legislators should move away from dependence on local revenues. Notably, Edgewood decision 1 created parameters to facilitate financial efficiency in each region to enhance school funding equity substantially. One vital consideration for policymakers is to create a merged system which would balance the property wealth by joining districts only for tax purposes (Mudrazija & Blagg, 2019). In this way, the newly created program would be accountable for levying the local taxes while both the federal and state sources are supporting the districts.
Adopting a student-based Budgeting is an effective way to address the discrepancies in the funding system. The system is a financing portability system that enhances equity and sanctions the principles to make well-informed decisions on resources allocation. It is based on five fundamental elements that facilitate efficiency in school districts funding systems. The framework is transparent and straightforward, funds students based on their needs, funding should adhere to the pupil school of choice, and the principles receive real dollars not any other allotments and funding comply with the laws of education revenue.
Nevertheless, the legislators should increase the base allotment; and update them for inflation and periodic appraisals. The policymakers ought to reinforce the foundation of the financing system. The Basic allocation for every student works as the basis for the school funding system and plays an integral part in financing all districts (Mudrazija & Blagg, 2019). Thus increasing the allotment rises the funding for all the areas. 
Challenges the State Legislature Encounters an Attempt to Solve the Funding Problems
Lack of transparency among the policymakers is a significant challenge affecting the process of enhancing the equitable distribution of funds. Currently, the school's financial details are available publicly; in contrast, it hard to access them since they are filed in different districts reports. For instance, the Texas Academic performance details reveal information which is only available to the public education management system (Mudrazija & Blagg, 2019). In this regard, concealing of key information is a hindrance to the legislators in an attempt to solve the funding issues.
The intra-district financing laws make it difficult for legislators to effectively bridge the gap between the rich and the poor areas. Arguably, the Texas funding system, finances the districts instead of the students; therefore there is no guarantee that the eligible pupils sufficiently utilize the resources. The legislators find it hard to ensure that the highest-poverty districts have their funds allocated to students; this is because the actual dollars are not sent directly to the school principals (Mudrazija & Blagg, 2019). 
Unequalized revenues are another issue that significantly affects the legislator’s efforts to reduce disparities in funding systems. Lack of a balanced allocation of revenues in school districts limits the capacity of the policymakers to provide stringent measures to reduce funding related problems. Ideally, the allotments have not been updated for quite some time; this makes it difficult to have a follow up how the resources are distributed (Mudrazija & Blagg, 2019).
Conclusion
Texas public school funding is among the top priorities for the state, to provide education to the needy students. Since the implementation of the program, there have been several issues in funding systems. However the system uses both the general and local property revenues, there have discrepancies in school districts funding between the wealthier and the poor areas. To address this problem, the legislators should move away from the reliance on local revenues and create a student-budgeting plan, and update the allotments. 	While solving these problems, the legislators encounter challenges such as lack of transparency, intra-district policies and un-equalized revenues. 
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